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SOPHY LANGITAM'S DIARY.

Manpos Hann, October 27, 1846, -
We have beenoa week hre to-dagy,
and I have never once opened my
diwy.  Thereis a blank in iny book |
fﬁ-l:\ that day we left our l'IE-:I.I' an_»!
ther amd our quict house, tifl llllﬁi
diy, October 27. But as [ have made |
a frm  resolution to keep a faithifnl
chronicte of this year, [(which is now
fast waxing toits elose;) I must write
retrospuectively, recording the events
which hnve Bilsd the weell omittead,
s well as I ecan, from memory.

Onr parting from mamma was i
sal one, We had vnever lelt her be-
fure, sud both Marvgery winl L feared |
she wonkl ba very lonely without us |
W ddid not, an that aeconnt, wish to
accept Miss Langham's invitation., |
but oo mother thongl it best that |
we shonld; she has always regretied
that we knew so hittle of s 115
ther's: family, swihich was an ancient |

and wealthy one. Tt was their fanlt
that we did not.

Becanse my father (the son of a
younze

som) was not rieh, ouly pos- |
the pay of au officer of the |
ariny; and becanse he had married » |
conntry elergyman’s danghter, with
only « moderate dower, they sv:al'tfe-l_v!
took any notice of him, an oceasion:l |
Invitation for the shooting senson
even gradnally growing loss Droguent, |
till it coased. l

Sir Jonathan Lancham, s aneles
Tived 1o preat style af 3Addon Hall, |
bt after his death the maiden heiv- |
eases Cwithidrew altosether from the |
world, and saw o one, not oven inti- |
mute friends. We had foreetten their
existenee, when Miss Lavgham’s
ter of invitation to onrselves recalled
them to our memories. It was really
a very tonchiing epistle, thongeh sim-
Ply and coldly worded,

In her adwvinecd ave, she had lost
her sister, and shorly aftor Miss Au-
gasta’s death, a singular mortality
hid deprived her of the two nephews |
who were next in suecession to the |
property.  *'She was alone,” she |
said, *‘in the world, and a yearning
Ll eome over her to seo and make
acguaintanee with poor Frank Lang-
ham's children.  Wonld my mother
spare ns to her for a few weeks?”

“Allow me. however,” continued
the writer, “‘to cxplain that it is notl
with any view as to the disposal of
my fortune that I send this invita-
tion.  Unhappily (as I eannot for-
bear thinking) my father’s will dis-|
poses of if, after the death of his
danghters, to the next male heir. and
this heir now appears to be a young
Irvishman, wvery distantly  related:
thouzly, by a pure descent, heis one |
of the family. He is to visit me
shovtly.”

3y mother was decided in Ler ro-|
solution to let us go by this part of |
the letter.  Aliss Lancham conhd 10t i
aseribe our visit to any mercenary |
motive.  We conld not inenr by it ol
degrading suspicion—so we came to
Maldon.

It wis o cold nutnmn twilight when
we entered the park, and o feeling of
strange awe, 0 kind of misgiving of
appronching evil, stole over me'as T |
nutehied the old trees bowinge their
heads solemuly towirds ns, as if in |
token of n goomy weleome., T shiver-
eil. Alavgery looked vound ot me |
and said. Laughing,  “Somehody is
walkking over yonr grave.”

A mmore poetical Arab reading of

ssueh ereeping of the flesh s, that
sounething  evil is wear us,’ I re-

ii.

Thanks, Sopby. I am the only
person near you,” she said, merrily,
S“There! yon shivered agein,  Are |
you ol 20 :

SN0 said I, “hat very melanclio- |
Iy, TIs there not something sudden- |
ing in this old pliee, whose aneicnt |
trees have sheltered g0 many of oue
wmreen lonw stues eone?"

SENOG Do e’ d Lright Muvgery., |
ST ein bat Uk what a splendid in- |
T et is, and how T owisly Miss
Langluin would leave it to wme:  Lis-
ten—there is a chime of ehneel bells,
Isitin honor of anr appesrancs at
tise ancestral hall, do yon think2?

N said 1L s theringers are only
pracicine ™

Yo are noslenuee mixture of the |
comon-plaee and seutimental, So-
phy, " eaid Murg “Do the bells |
sy nothing to yon?

“Ouly, Sephy and Mareery go
howe segain,” to my car. not Doine |

suelan wgreeable hey ing as Whit-
tinaton’s was, " said L
Tlen Margery began an enger dis-
enssion abont hells and their varied
voices and how people always faney
=

they hear in o wintever  tiey
wishy which subjeet continned till we
drove up to the bhall door of Maldon,
Itisa noble ol pile; and as we
steppidd dn the  auctent ball and
ghitneed at the pillars and arches, the
old wrmor and trophies of the chase,
L oonld not help liking to feel that it
bl heen the home of my ancestors.
A butler, whose nge and HppPen-
anee were in good keeping with the
dwi lling, ushered us into the orind
lbrary, lighted by a Liege slowing
fire, near which sat an old ludy, who
ro=e ws we enlored, and, leaning on |
A1) i\'ul'.\‘ sticl. wilviimeed to areet ns.
A very stately person is Miss Lung-
bam, of Maldon, and Lier wmuanner is
“‘nlhl(‘l'l’tll]‘\' courteons nud CrACIOns,
I can use no other words.  She led
us to seats near the five, wnd began a |
conversntion by inguiring after the
Lealth of our mother and ausiring us
that shi felt grateful to mamma for
pernitting us to visit her.
“I kunew your father

very inti-

Lwere ennsing, yoil

| Mol

| nnplensint,

| SOl

®ons days melt iuro eneh other

Lings

mately in my yonth,” she said, *““We |
’ ins, know, but tinge

and the changes of the world divided

ns.  He was some years yonnger than

myself, but he 1s gone first.” :

She cigned deeply, and gazed for o
moment into the blazing five, which
east o long flickering shudow of her-
self apainst the wall.  Then twroing

v

Lier gaze full upon us, sheadded, wd- |
die o e, “You most resemble
your futher.”

© S0 mamma says,” U oreplied;

Aoy is exietly Hke ony mother,”
AMiss Langham looked carnestly at
my sister, and Margery blushed be-
neath the fised gaze of the old lady.
How beantiful my sister looked in |
tlie warin five-liaht.  There are fow

givls as lovely ns Margery, and so
Miss Tanghing must have thought.

thongh she conld uot, of ennrse, ex-
pross her admiration.

“Lhave two, ciher goests beside |
vourselves,” shesolded, aftor s panse.
“lhe hir of Maldon, Mr. Cornelias |
O Tialloran, aud o Langhem——thongh |
of wremote beaneh,  They are ot |
shootineg, imt will be introdoced to |
at dinner,  Perhaps now yon |

take off vour honnets,” !
We nssented, and were conducted
Miss Teamgham  herself to two |

with o smald! houwdoiv. !
“These thvee rooms are at yonr
disposal.” she said, =Shall T send my |
vadd to yon?’
[ deelined, swith  thanks, adding
that we had no lady’s maid onrselyes, |
and eonld dress withoul assistinees
Sor, at lenst.” T added, “‘we help
eacls other.™
The old lady nodded approvingly,
and walked away. |
We unpacked and prepared for:
dinner; but ever and anon between

this occapation, I walked to the win- |

dow and looked ot upon the pavk
aied the soft cray landseape beuneath,
A new eharm was added to the latter
in the newrtower of atine old elynreh,
which rose above the trees; yet the

feeling of depression  which had
stolen over ine on our entranee into

the park deepened as I looked out
on the hervitaga of my family, and I
thonght that alfter all it was ple:
ta live in

extensive parlk.

I was
me to assist her in dvessing, for her
light climt and anxicty as to how onr
dresses would look, drew iy thoughts
to cheerfnl commonplaces.

Very lavely Alarvgery looked that
eveuing. I telt quite proud of the
admiration I could perceive she ex-
cited.

Just before dinner, the two gen-

o

- 1
tlemer gnests were introdneed to us |

by Miss Lunghan,  Her compinion,
w pleasant, c¢hatiy person. and the
rector, a ruther pompons ald ;:t‘:ltl"—

man, who conld apprecints the o=
ers of the Maldon cook so well that
e talked o little, were of our

¥ ¥

party. The rectorssilenee was atonod
for, however, by the coaseless chutter
—1 ean call 1t nothing elso—af M,
O Hulloran,  He is the most astouud-
ing individueal Tever met., Tull, hund-
some and admirably dressed, he is
nevertbeless vidgar, Yes. the heir of
Maldon wonld vever be

tulson for a
comtleman, if one id oot kuow his
birtli,  He has o most un pleasant

biogne, and nses expressions whieli
are cpuint, but which gives one the
iden of buing the sevings of the Ae-
vivan peasintry,  However Le is ovi-
dently studyving 1o aequive i goud
mutner, and I eonld uot help ob-
serving that hie both witehed and
imitaed Aunthouy Lemgliam, who is
us distingitished-lovking as 0 Long-
fmim shoall brivs

I have lenrned  sinee from  Mrs.
Muore—Miss Lunelion's companton
—that the old lady is sensible of the
want of refinement in her kinsman,
and vearels the relationship.

most nnexpeelod way frem Ameriea,
Muldon wourld Iave doseandsd to M,
Anthony Luneham, as fiext
beir, and Miss Langham  moiens |
over the eotudl which was to take of- |
fect alter the death of herselfand hes |
sister.  Stll, she was too high-hred
to let Mr. O Hallorin see that e
displeases or disgusts ey, and T funey
i even thinks himself & favomto,
M, PHallovan much

is

the wildest homage, payisg her com-
pliments <o personal as fo he quite
My sister blushes and
locks indignant, but he is stolid, anid
Cannob pereeive Lie has offended.

Wi do ot s vt deal of him —
that is a combirt—is Lo is shaocting
all day abont thy Preseryves, or rather,

I funcy, talliie (o the gatne-keepers, |

as Anthony savs he isnot i good shot,
 DEipevy and 1 spednd o mormngs
1 one Hitle bondoir, for Miss Tinie-
L) 20058 40 e Uil lnneheon; then \;'1-
write i letfers und do auy little work
We iy requive. | Girls wlho hinvaeno
nitids and smadl wardrobes :unsttﬁ;l_‘_u
skill and industry toappearlike
Ledves; and Margery lias great taste
ad ingennity, aud can altér ribbons
aud vearrange trimmings, till she
makes one dress do the duty of two
ar three,

But these toilet details ave guite

beneath the dignity of a diury, so let |

nie prss on Lo something olse,

Lt is astonishing how fast monoto-
el
leave no braee on the memory. I ear
uot ubw reeall and put in their right
places the little incidents, the suy-

chim, she will Le tealy fortunate.

santer
our mothers cheertal cot- |
tage, ol gaze upon onr own bright |
flowee-beds and green Lown, with its |
oue obd oalk, than on the gloomy and |
suzgestive grandenr of an ancientand |

glad when Margery ealled |
I

If he

Ciad not made bis appearanee in the

niile |

stritcis |
with Murgers’s heauty, and offers her

the past week. So, adien, neglected
time!  All the impression thou has
left is just that T love Miss Lnngham,
fike her compe on, detest the heir,
and pity that e .rming young Lang-
ham, who shonld have been the mas-
ter of the old place. He is all that
the lord of such a heritage ought to
be—manly, ecomteons, wentle, kind
and itellicent.

Margery does not shave my horror
of O'Halloran.  She began by lungh-
g ab him; she now langhs with him,
and aetually deelaves that his eyes are
very fine, and that he is handsomer
than Anthony Langham!

It it were any other girl but Mar-
govy, Lshouldsay shesaw him throngh
i colden plamonr.

Ocroper 28.—We are to have a
lnrae party hiere on Hallowe'en, the
alst. Miss Lumgham likes keeping
up old enstoms, and we are to have
all the weird rites of the charmed

| evening earvried ont,

10 s presented Margery and me
with new dresses for the oceasion—
very pretiy ones they are.

My beautiful sister has evidently
won the hearts of both our kinsmen.

[ wounld like to o to Four rooms, tnd | Anthony Langham loves her, 1 ean

seo, thouph he is kept from her by
the constant watehiulness of
O Halloran; so, to consele himself,

| eharwing hedoromms, opening enseite, | he talkes refuge with me and admives
[ her to me, and listens to my sisterly

pridses with pleuased smiles.

Happy DMargery! If she m:lrl‘ip;
told her so this evening, as we were
dressing for dinuer, but she only
Langhed and said:

“What shonld we live on, Sophy?
EHo bas only his wits for dower.”

A nobler inheritance, in my mind,

| than Maldon itself.

Mr. |

Al! how the wind howls aud moans |

throngh the trees. The night is foll
of neises. Surely I heard a bolt
opened down stairs.
robibers!
I have listened, forsome time, with
i beating heart, at there has been
no repetition of the grating sound;
it mst have been my faney  or the
wind.
4 will eclose my book, say my
priyers and go to bed; 3k is silly to
write so late, with my fire just ont
and my room gloomy from the feelle
light of my candles. 1t makes me
nervous ad faneiful: so good night,
way dinry.
Novesmser 1L—I resume my diavy
to-uight, beeanse T dare not enter in
it, by day, the eveuts of the past
twenty-fonr hours,  AMargery uight
glance accidentally over my shoulder,
or wonder what moved me so nuch,
(and ask questions impossible to an-
0
My hand shakes visibly as I write.
|.~\];1.‘s! I half regretted that my diary
{was =0 barren of ineident; that the
| days were so monotonons and un-
marked by any landmarks of memory.
I have incident enongl now to record
to my sorcow.
Iallowe'en camea, A large party as-
sembledin the stately saloou. opened
for the fiest time in forty years.  We
bad o geand dinner in the bunguet-
ing-room, at which Miss Lungham
dild not preside, the rector taking her
vlace; and, after dinver, we joined
her in the drawingaoom, and b
nnder her direetion, the mangic
of the {-Vr'Tl.iI!;_:.
We birned nuts together (having
named them fivst) and read a luugh-
ing angary from their explosion or
qniet combustion.  We felt (blind-
folded) foreups holding earth, wuter,
lemptiness, and one a pocket-pistol,
these symbols being prophetic of our
futnre hasbands™ professions:
Ae. O'Halloran  loudly  exelaimed
aginst the tenth of the oracles, when
| Margery put her little hands into the
empty basin, which foreboded single
j life. 4

1

[ Miss Langhum to merry smiles. 1t

| runst have secmed a8 if o glimpse of

L her vouth had revisited lier.
a panse she said:

There are some Hallowe'en rites

more trying to the nerves than these, |

sowing hemp-seed, for example.”

SWhat is that?” we asked, simul-
taneonsly.

“The ludy who questions fate,” she
replied,  “tukes some hemp-seed;
L goes, at midnight, to the church-
| yaxd, and sows it around the belfry-
| tower from whence peal the marriage-
| bells, uud says:

] Iemp-secds, T sow vous
Hoemp-seeds, T mow von;
And lie that shall marry me,
Come after me and barrow ye.”

We langhed, and O'Hallovan (who
had appeared (o better advautage
under these livelieranspices) declared
that he wished some of the ladies
wonld try if.

A universal exclamation of dislike
| to the experimont was spswering him,
when a footman entered, and, ap-
| proaching 3. O'Hallovan, told him

that o person wishied to speak to him |

on imperative business.
I funcied that O'Halleran  changed
conntenance a lictle, but he langhed

still, and hoping that somebody would |
prove heroie and try the hemp-seed |

sowing, he left the room.

The conversation coutinued on the
same snbject; Miss Langham, with
quict hamor, regretting that the
courige of the young ladies of the

 mineteenth centnry was so mneh infe-
| ror to that of the damsels of ancient
times, till, in pluyful daving, Ioffered
to sow hemp-seed myself.  Foramoe-
ment, she hesitated, then she replied:
{ 80 you shall, Sophy! Only, I
stipulute that yon shall wrap yourself
in alarge shawl, and sow yonr hemp-
secd rauning, to keep yon'warm. The

» doings, thonghts and feelings of | church is so close at hand, and so pri-

If it chould be |

and |

The fun of the evening moved even |

rites |

])nriugi and I shall be missed.”

vate, (s}mt into the gronnds,) that| But this heroie deeision Jdid not |

there 1s no reul cause for fear.”

“Surely you won’t go, Miss Sophy 2"
was the general ery, and Mes. Moore,
approaching me. remonstrated in o
low tone, saying that Miss Langham

qas a little childish on these points.
and I hiad really better not zo; bat a |
sudden reselution pessessed me to|
undertake the adventurve, and I per-|
sisted in if.

About ten minuntes or n gquarter to |
twelve, Ileft the hinll, alone, wrapt in |
a henvy woolen shawl, which { drew|
over my head. T was followed by the |
good wishes and remonstrances of
most of the gnests, who escorted me
to the door.

It was a bright moonlight night, |
and my shadow was cast on the aravel |

curringe-road almost as distinetly as atapai, e sy
i TR 5al : B Pl to nhie foe Tettors laf
in the sunshine. The wind siched flios G
mournfully through the troes, that + 3
waved their Iarge arms above iy | G iE

head; and T confe
down the steps leading to the elinreli-
ward, a thrill of awe—T would not

allow it to be fear—puassed through |«

me.

Eversthing was so still and hushed,
and the fall shadiw of the stoeple foll |
s0 clearly on the ground in the solemn |
light, that T felt uncasy at the idle |
deseeration of observingsuch a pagan |
rite on the holy groumd,

As Dapproached the chuveh more
closely. this feeling Of veyvercntial ri-
lnetance to perform my foolish task
ineveased.  Alas!if T had only chesed |
it]  Pat it was combated by the ioar |
of ridicile, and of the doubts iy |
companions might feel as to my real
motive for not completing my  task,
as well as by a relnetanee_to east iin-
plied blame on so aged a lady as ooy
kind hostess.  So I took the basket
in my hand, and seattered the hemp-
secd, whispering the formnla, os ! ran
roand the tower. f

Suddenly Theard thesound of foot- |

steps. A saperstitious 6 whieh
wis (quite uncontrollable, el me, |
[ darted into an embrasnve of ile|

wall, and erouched breathless Lehind |
a large hattress,

The next moment, T heand voices
aswell as footsteps.  Thoy cumnes very |
near, and pansed elose by iy hiding-

|
place. 8y
|

ST tell you,™ said one voiee, it is
of no nse to make @ fool of yourself,
You mnst get the property at onee, |
or you will be fouud out.  Here's the
needinl dose, if von like to sive it to
Lery’ i

I can’t do it. She is very |
old® T will wait and see what will |
come of ity if T am fonnd ont, why |
even then swe shall have o aood booty, |
We ave sure of the plate, if we don't
et the estates.  Butb my Lelief is, we
are all right. and shan’t fail of snecess,
Having taken in the lawyer hitherto.
#5 well as the old woman, we have no
real canse to fear at present: it's a
loug way o Ameriky. and its nothine |
but your impatience to share the pro-
perty that makes , on nrge sneh histe, |
Unele Ned. ™ Tl

“Unele Ned!™ The voice
spealter thus vumed wis that of o tall,
fine-lookine footignn, whom M
Longham Iad cncged soon after her
sister’s death, when she resnned Ler
Iong-interrnpted fnterconss: with the
world.

“Well, yon have heard what Jolin
Grreen said.
down to-night to warn us 1ornothineg.
Give her this dose,” eoutinned the
voice of the footman, “and yon will|
be master lLiere by to-morrow.”

“I have suid Twon't, and T won't,”
replied O'Halloran, doggodly. = You
may do it yourself, if yon like; bot
mind, I dou’t consent to it

The footman laughed, and said:

$A precions ball that! but [ am ton|
old u bird to be took with chaff 1
ain’t going to pat my headin an uiter |
for any one; but I advise yoir b take |
Jack’s advice and  winning.  Now, I
must god ie's nigh upon sapper-time,

They moved on.  The next minute,
O Halloran's foot ernshed sumething,
quite nudibly in the stillness,

siillon!™ said he, with an oath,
“what's this? Hemp-seed all alone
the path!” Amnother oath. “Some

of those confounded gals have heen

strewing if, then! Can we have been |

vowhen 1 turned | af

! replied the ypien of O'Hul- |-

of the!

He wouldn’t have cone |

Pintenaded far

Iast. L eould not hetp pityving my-
soelf, Jush os 0 16 dued Boen sontebony

clse.  The youne life sosmed mope
precions o me thas the old inlierit
anee of our race.

I weighod (with the wapidity of
oxeited mg i) my ol erts and
Murgery's tenrs sgeinst e wron
done to Anthiony Lavehan,  Boe
Unele Ned evidontly  feqred
fron. Lt mizhteome withant m

i l-;
fully: afraid of

FFear con biused all

}-1ni'vn\'>-l',
foss at, T ow
being  murderod.
my-perecptions,
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